H.B. Bounos, I1./1. Ipo6unues, 1.B. Hukudopos, B.IT. Kotaspos, A.B. Komuun. Meroa aBromaTudeckoi
KOHKPETH3aLNH CHMBOJIMYECKUX TeCTOBHIX cueHapues. Tpyast UCIT PAH, Tom 27, Beim. 3, 2015 1., €. 115-124

Method of Symbolic Test Scenarios
Automated Concretization

INikita V. Voinov <voinov@ics2.ecd.spbstu.ru>
!Pavel D. Drobintsev <drob@ics2.ecd.spbstu.ru>
Ygor V. Nikiforov <igor.nikiforovwv@gmail.com>
Ysevolod P. Kotlyarov <vpk@ics2.ecd.spbstu.ru=>
2Alexander V. Kolchin <shurik@iss.org.ua>
!Peter The Great Saint-Petersburg Polytechnic University
Politehnicheskaya str., 29, Saint-Petersburg, Russia
2Glushkov Institute of Cybernetics NAS Ukraine
Academika Glushkova avenue, 40, Kiev, Ukraine

Abstract. When providing correctness checking for the models of software systems which
include data types with wide range of values, a single symbolic behavioral scenario may
cover a set of equivalent scenarios with concrete values. This feature is especially useful for
systems with integer data types. However symbolic scenarios cannot be used as executable
tests, they shall be concretized prior to execution. On the other hand, modern industrial
software projects may contain many thousands of tests with nontrivial dependencies between
their parameters. Manual selection and insertion of concrete values is impossible which
requires full automation of the process. Besides, the actual experience in modern testing
shows that efforts on bugs detection decrease significantly when directed method of selecting
values is used instead of random selection of values. Concretization process shall follow a
test plan prepared by tester. Such plans shall be flexible and generated based on standard
templates or plans modified by user.

Method of symbolic test scenarios automated concretization which resolves mentioned issues
is described in the article. It allows to control coverage of boundary test parameters values
which increases the quality of developed software.

The developed method was successfully integrated into single complex technology of
verification and testing which includes creation of a formal model based on initial
requirements, automated symbolic verification, generation and concretization of symbolic
behavioral scenarios, generation of test sets based on concretized scenarios and analysis of
tests execution verdict. Results of method application within integrated technology are also
shown.
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1. Introduction

In the scope of software lifecycle the cost of software defects increases dramatically
in accordance with development stage [1]. Avoiding defects on the stage of
requirements gathering and detecting them on early stages of project lifecycle
reduces the amount of corrections in the software and overall cost of development.
This makes usage of methods and tools for model-based verification and testing
extremely valuable [2,3]. However in the toolsets which mainly resolve problems of
model-based approach (automation of requirements formalization, creation of
behavioral models, verification of generated model-based scenarios, requirements
coverage analysis [4-7]) arises the combinatorial explosion problem of possible
behavioral scenarios which shall be tested [8-11].

Methods of symbolic verification are very effective to reduce the behavioral space.
It is possible to specify ranges of possible parameters values in symbolic scenario.
Each symbolic scenario represents a set of concrete scenarios with equivalent
behavior (with same sequence of events). This means that to provide required
coverage of complete model behavior it is enough to select several specific
scenarios from each group of behavioral equivalence instead of having to check all
possible parameters values. This allows to significantly reduce the number of
scenarios covering the functionality of application in the scope of selected coverage
criteria. However for code generation of executable tests only scenarios with
concrete values of parameters are needed. Given that modern industrial software
requires many thousands of tests with complex dependencies of parameters values it
is impossible to manually count and insert appropriate concrete values based on
ranges in symbolic scenario. The concretization process shall be completely
automated.

This paper describes the automated concretization process for symbolic test
scenarios in the scope of VRS/TAT toolset [12] providing automated generation of
test scenarios based on requirements specifications formalized with basic protocol
notation [13], which is a representation of Hoare triple [14].

2. Overall Scheme of Concretization

VRS includes symbolic trace generator STG [15] which observes the formal model
behavioral space and creates traces — linear sequences of events in the model. Model
states are also saved in traces. The mail tool for concretization is called Trace
Concretization Tool (Fig. 1). It consists of three modules — Concretizer,
ValueCalculator and Concretization View which interact between each other.
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Fig. 1. Scheme of concretization

For each symbolic trace Concretizer generates concretization table with names of
parameters, signals, data types and allowed ranges of values. Then while trace
bypassing it calls for ValueCalculator to get concrete value for the current
parameter. ValueCalculator calculates concrete value based on received commands,
test plan and allowed ranges of values and returns it to Concretizer.

The implemented tools Concretizer, ValueCalculator and ConcretizationView are
integrated into single concretization process which is a component of industrial
software automated testing technology.

3. Steps of Concretization Algorithm

Concretization process is iterative, on each step a single parameter is concretized.
The process terminates after concretization of the last parameter in the trace.

Below some definitions are introduced. Transition in the formal model in VRS
terms is a basic protocol representing parameterized transition from one model’s
state into another. Basic protocol B(x) is represented by the following expression:

Vx(a(x) >< P(x) > (X))

where x is a list of protocol’s parameters; «(x), (x) — a formula of basic logic

language, which are called precondition and postcondition respectively; P(x) — a
process of basic protocol (in current case — a sequence of parameterized signals in
MSC format). Trace parameters are parameters of its signals. Formula of basic
language may contain variables and constants, arrays of elements of simple types,
functional types. Variables which may change their values during system execution
are represented by attributes and attribute expressions.

Trace is a sequence of the following type:
S, —2te) g BO) _, g

n

where S are model’s states, B — basic protocols, x — lists of their parameters.
The following steps of concretization algorithm can be specified:
e restore of initial symbolic trace
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e obtain ranges of allowed values for basic protocol’s parameters

e interactive concretization of trace parameters

e save concretized trace.
All steps except interactive concretization are executed automatically by internal
means of VRS and hidden from outside. The most interesting for the user are
implemented tools of the concretization which provide the control of concretization

process and make the technology flexible enough for testing all modes of software
functionality.

4. ValueCalculator Tool

This tool implements automatic calculation of concrete values for symbolic
parameters within test scenarios. One or several rules can be used for calculation:
left value of the range, middle value or right value. Examples of values calculated
based on ranges and selected rule are shown in the table below:

Calculated

Type Range Rule Value
integer [1;9] L 1
integer [1;9] M 5
integer [1;9] R 9

enumerated | vall,val2,val3,val4 L Vall

enumerated | vall,val2,val3,val4 M Val2

enumerated | vall,val2,val3,val4 R Val4

Possible values for each parameter on each step of behavioral trace are calculated
automatically by the means of VRS. Selection of the rule for value calculation is
provided by corresponding set of options (Fig. 2):

Concretization Gaw arv w
Default-bound
(] Left
L] Middle

] Right

Fig. 2. Options for selecting concretization rule

Based on calculated values of symbolic parameters the STG creates traces with
concrete values which can be executed on the model. When two or three rules are
selected there will be two or three concretized traces generated for each symbolic
scenario.

118



H.B. Bounos, I1./1. Ipo6unues, 1.B. Hukudopos, B.IT. Kotaspos, A.B. Komuun. Meroa aBromaTudeckoi
KOHKPETH3aLNH CHMBOJIMYECKUX TeCTOBHIX cueHapues. Tpyast UCIT PAH, Tom 27, Beim. 3, 2015 1., €. 115-124

An example of tool execution is shown below. Test scenario contains a signal which
turns on a radio station on the car radio. Radio station number is the signal’s
parameter (Fig. 3):

1 1
Responsibility
ChannelSelect; prot_no=1; loc_vars={UNDEFINED); guide pos=2

Req Channel

channel number
Fig. 3. A part of symbolic test scenario

If overall number of radio stations is 9, ValueCalculator will calculate the following
values for the channel_number parameter depending on selected concretization rule:
“1” (for the Left rule), “5” (for the Middle rule) and “9” (Right rule). If all three
options are selected (Fig. 2), there will be three concretized traces generated with
different values of channel_select parameter. A part of concretized trace with Right
rule value selection is shown below (Fig. 4):

| |

Responsibility
ChannelSelect; prot_no=1; lec_vars=(channel_number=9)

Req Channel
9

Fig. 4. A part of concretized trace with right value selected

The user can select default concretization rules and repeat generation of concretized
traces with corresponding values or use ConcretizationView tool to create own test
plan.

5. ConcretizationView Tool

This tool provides the ability to specify any concrete values from the possible range
for one, several or all parameters in test scenario. The tool is implemented as a View
element in Eclipse IDE. It allows to display the contents of concretization table and
specify desired values of symbolic parameters. This is performed by adding “C”
symbol on the row with required parameter in the “Rule” column and desired value
in the “Value” column.

Continue with the example of turning on a radio station of the car radio. If the range
of parameter’s possible values varies between 1 and 9, then for example value 7 is
neither left, nor middle, nor right value of the range. The only possible way to
concretize a trace with this value is to explicitly specify it using ConcretizationView
tool (Fig. 5):
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£ Properties E Console %, TraceManager [ ConcretizationTable 52

ID | Parameter name  Signal name Type Range Rule Value
0 iRad Radio.curr_voi | range(s)

c 17
2 | channel_number | Res_Channel ; | range({l<=channel_number&channel_number<=3)

Fig. 5. ConcretizationView user interface

As a result the concretized trace with value 7 will be generated (Fig. 6):

BASIC_SCENARIO
ChannelSelect{Rad,Radio); prot_no=1: loc_vars=(channel_number=7}

Reqg Channel
7

Fig. 6. A part of concretized trace with user-defined value

Applying ValueCalculator and ConcretizationView tools together the user can
obtain all tests required to satisfy specific test criteria. For example, a set of tests
covering all possible values of one parameter and only boundary values of another
parameter. The concretization process terminates when the complete set of tests
required for execution is obtained.

6. Results

Created tools were applied for preparing tests in telecom software projects.
Symbolic scenarios of possible systems behaviors contained up to several hundred
of basic protocols. For testing process all symbolic parameters in generated
scenarios shall be concretized which is extremely time consuming without tools of
automation. For example, using described approach to concretization in a small
project with 11 basic protocols allowed to concretize all traces in 2 minutes. For a
project with 151 basic protocols the concretization took about 20 minutes. While
manual concretization of such project takes about 3 working days. Clear that in
projects with several thousand of basic protocols it is impossible to concretize
symbolic scenarios without automation toolset. The table below shows the
comparison between manual and automated approaches to concretization:

Number of Basic Manual Automated
Protocols in the Concretization Concretization
project (staff days) (minutes)
11 0,3 2
151 3 20
464 5 25
759 8 28
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7. Conclusion

Integration of verification and testing allows to achieve desired level of software
quality due to joining results of model static analysis after symbolic verification
with number of experimental results after testing which is especially important for
testing systems with wide ranges of possible values.

It is also important that symbolic scenarios can not be used for execution on the
model. They shall be concretized prior to generating test code for target platform.
Implemented tools which are integrated into single chain of concretization in the
scope of test automation technology [16], successfully resolve a very time-
consuming problem of symbolic scenarios concretization. Also the technology
allows to control coverage of boundary test parameters values which increases the
quality of developed software.
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Annortamus. [Ipu mpoBepke KOPPEKTHOCTH MOJENECH MPOTPaMMHBIX CHCTEM C THITAMH
JaHHBIX, BKIIOYAIOIIUMU OOJIBIION AUANa30H 3HAUEHHH, OJUH CHMBOJIBHBIN MOBEICHUYCCKUM
CIICHApUII MOJKET IMOKPHIBATh MHOXKECTBO CIICHAPHUEB C KOHKPETHBHIMH 3HAUYCHHSMH. JTO
CBOUCTBO 0COOCHHO 3((EKTHBHO HCHONB3YETCS OISl CHUCTEM, HCIIONB3YIOMIUX YHCIIOBBIC
TUTBI JaHHBIX. OTHAKO CUMBOJIbHBIC CLICHAPHHU B HICXOJAHOM BHU/I€ HEIIPUTOAHBI ISl CO3TaHUs
MO HUM HCIIOJIHUMBIX TECTOB, JIJIsI UCTIONHEHHUS TECThI TOJDKHBI OBITh KOHKPETH3HpOoBaHbI. C
JPYroii  CTOPOHBI, B COBPEMCHHBIX MPOMBIILICHHBIX MPOEKTaX KOJMYECTBO TECTOB
HCUUCISICTCS] THICSYaMM, a 3aBHCHMOCTh MEXIy 3HAYCHUSAMH IapaMeTPOB HETPUBHAIbHA.
OCyIeCTBISATh BPYYHYIO BBIOOp M TIOJCTAHOBKY B3aMMOCOTJIACOBAHHBIX KOHKPETHBIX
3HAYCHUH MPaKTHUYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO, IMO3TOMY IPOIecC KOHKPETH3AIMU JOJDKEH OBITh
MOTHOCTBIO ~ aBTOMaTHYeCKHMM. Kpome Toro, peampbHas MpaKkTHKa TECTUPOBAHUS
CBHUJIETETILCTBYET 00 YMEHBIICHHH TPYIOEMKOCTH MOWCKAa Ne(EKTOB IMpH HaNpaBICHHOM
BBIOOpE 3HAYCHUH 0 CPAaBHEHHUIO CO cirydaitHoM BeIOOpoM. [Tpu moacraHOBKaX HEOOXOIMMO
CJIC[IOBAaTh TUIAaHY TECTHPOBAHUS, MOATOTOBICHHOMY 3apaHee TeCTHPOBIIUKOM. [TomoGHbIe
TUIaHBI JIOJKHBI OBITh THOKMMH, OCHOBHAs HMX YacTh JOJDKHA TCHEPUPOBATHCS HAa OCHOBE
CTaHIAPTHBIX II1a0JIOHOB WJIM TEPEUCIIONb30BaTh OTPEIAKTHPOBAHHBIC MOJIB30BATEICM
TUTaHBI.

B pabote ommcaH MOJHOCTHIO aBTOMATH3MPOBAHHBIA METOJ KOHKPETHU3AIlMHA CHMBOJIEHBIX
CIICHAPUEB, PEIIAIOMINN YIOMSHYTBIE MpoOiaeMbl. MeTOoa TMO3BOJSIET KOHTPOJIHPOBATH
TTOKPHITHE TPAHWYHBIX 3HAUCHHUH MapaMeTPOB TECTa, YTO B Pe3yibTaTe NAeT BO3MOKHOCTH
MTOBBICHTH KaY€CTBO CO3/IaBAEMOT'0 TECTOBOTO Habopa.

Pa3pa60TaHH1>1ﬁ METOL 6bIJ'I ycnemHo HUHTCTPUPOBAH B em«my}o TCXHOHOFI/IL{GCKY}O uenom(y
BepH(UKALMK U TECTUPOBAHMS, BKIIOYAIONIYIO CO3aHue (OpMaIbHON MOJAEIU CHCTEMBI IO
HCXOJHBIM Tpe6OBaHI/I$[M, aBTOMaTI/I‘leCKy}O Cl/IMBOJ'IbHy}O Bepn(bnxaumo, reLepaiguro 1
KOHKPETU3AUIO0 CUMBOJIBHBIX MMOBEACHYCCKHUX CLHCHAPUEB, TCHEPALIUIO TECTOBBIX Ha60p03 o
KOHKPETH3HPOBAaHHBIM CIICHAPHUSAM, a TaKKe CPEICTBA aHAM3a PE3YJIbTATOB HCIOJHEHHS
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